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habitat.—Ceylon, moist low country, especially on the
Southern Coast, very common.
floweks in February.
uses:—Mats and boxes are made of the leaves. The sweet
pulp of the fruit is eaten.
illustration-—Plate IV. The photograph, supplied by
Mr. Macmillan, shows a specimen of Phwnix zeylaniea. The leaves
are comparatively short and do not exhibit the graceful curves
of the Wild Date Palm. The stem is very rough, being covered
throughout with the bases of the fallen leaves.
3. Phoenix rupicola, T. Anders, in Jouru. Linn. Soc. XI. 18, 1869,
Beec. Males. III. 348, 395. — P. Andersom, Cat. Hort. Oalc. n. 119.
(1886—7.); Gard. Chron. 1877, II. 45, fig. 4; Hook f. Flora Brit. Iml. VI.
425.—Phcvnicoidea, Griff. Journals, 4(1.
description.—Trunk solitary, slender, naked, 15-20 feet high,
8 inches in diameter. Leaves 10 feet long; leaflets li foot long,
hifarious, not fascicled, flaccid, bright green; petiole compressed.
Spadices elongated, much compressed; female spadix 13-4 feet
long, peduncled, with a few fascicled spikes on the acute margins
near the* apex; spathe 1 foot long. Fruit oblong, J inch long,
shining, yellow. Seed J-J inch long. This species can easily be
distinguished by the numerous bright green elecurved leaflets
being all in one plane. This is the handsomest species in the
genus.
habitat.—Sikkim Himalaya, from 400-1,400 feet; Assam;
Mishmi Hills. Generally growing on rocks.
uses.—The interior of the stem is, according to Gamble,
often eaten by the Lepchas,
illustration.—Plate V. The Photograph, supplied by Mr.
Macmillan, shows a young specimen of Phtmfa rupicola. The
very short stem appears to be bulb-like on account of the rather
long remains of the petioles covering up the real stem. The
wide spreading, arching leaves with the narrow leaflets situated
in one plane distinguish this species at once. Some beautiful
examples of this Palm may be seen growing in the open in
the Sibpur Botanic Gardens, Calcutta, and also at Gwalior, C.L,
Agra and many other places in India, where they beai* seed
freely.

